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THE FIRST INTERCRIME THRILLER, TO BE BROADCAST ON BBC FOUR SPRING

2013Sweden's elite are under attack.Two rich and powerful men have been murdered, and in the

face of mounting panic - and media hysteria - a task force has been created to catch the killer. To

his surprise, Detective Paul Hjelm, currently under investigation for misconduct after shooting a man

who took the staff of an immigration office hostage, is summoned to join the new team.But the killer

has left no clues, even removing the bullets from the crime scenes, and Hjelm and his new

teammates face a daunting challenge if they are to uncover the connection between the victims and

catch the murderer before he kills again.
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When two top-level financiers are murdered in quick succession, the Swedish authorities decide to

put together a special unit to investigate. Fortunately for our hero, Paul Hjelm, he is asked to join

just as he is about to be fired for shooting an immigrant during a hostage situation. As the murder

toll continues to climb, the unit is following several leads. Are the crimes to do with something in the



men's pasts? Or is the murderer an insane serial killer? Could the victims' membership of a

Masonic-type secret society be involved? Or is the spate of murders a sign that the Russian Mafia is

moving in? Apparently this book was previously published under the name Misterioso - a reference

to the Thelonious Monk album of the same name.I watched the first episode of the Arne Dahl TV

series last Saturday (BBC4) and was seriously underwhelmed. I'm glad to say the book impressed

me considerably more. Like most Nordic crime, there's a lot of angst in the book and dark

undertones about a society that doesn't ever seem very comfortable with itself. However our hero,

though of course profoundly miserable and with the obligatory unhappy home life, at least is neither

a total maverick nor a drunk.The book is well written and very well translated by Tina Nunnally, and

the plotline is satisfyingly complex. Each of the leads is followed through to its conclusion and each

shows us a different aspect of Swedish society. The various members of the A-unit are a bit

stereotyped - the foreigner (so we can talk about questions of race), the intelligent one who wrestles

with moral questions, the older one, trying to prove he's still got it, and, of course, the beautiful and

complicated token female whose main purpose seems to be to allow Hjelm to indulge in some

rather unnecessary sexual fantasizing.
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